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NGOS IN INDIA  

There are multiple benefits of having NGOs in India. The NGOs in the country assume a conspicuous 

role in multifarious developmental programmes and activities. Local NGOs are crucial in the 

development of a local area. They are adaptable to the situational requirements and cater to the local 

needs. They are particularly helpful to the marginalized and poor and their development. Since the 

objective of the NGOs is to serve people, suffering on account of natural calamity or otherwise, they 

share a very good rapport with people. This goes a long way in facilitating their life styles and 

developing integrated projects. Their recruitment involves both trained as well as motivated 

personnel. If not direct, the NGOs assume a conspicuous role in multifarious development programs 

and are a ray of light in a country like India which is marked by myriad of issues, which alone cannot 

be catered to by the government. 

To delineate the role of NGOs in the overall development activities, the following can be listed: 

• Good governance 

• Upliftment of the marginalized 

• Social mobilization 

• Disaster management 

• Mental health and community programme  

NGOs are there in the area of environment, health, education, peace, human rights, consumer rights 

and women’s rights and in every minute field of social change. Since 1980, many NGO groups across 

the country have taken an alternative ‘social action’. The major NGOs involved in the environment 

education and protection include Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), Gandhi Peace 

Foundation, Bombay Natural History Society, Assam Science Society etc. to fight corruption; Awaaz 

and India against Corruption are active organizations. All India Human Rights Association is functioning 

to create awareness for masses about their rights and privileges’ and the Center for Social Research 

are active for rooting for woman’s right. And NGOs like Consumer Education and Research Centre 

work for consumer’s education and research center. M Venkatarangaiya Foundation is working for the 

eradication of child labour. For environment education and its conservation, the center for science 

and environment, Gandhi Peace Foundation are prominent NGOs. NAZ foundation is another 

prominent NGO engaged in articulating the rights of the LGBTQ community.   

 

REGULATION OF NGOS AND THE RECENT CONTROVERSY AROUND IT 

NGOs in India aren’t directly monitored by the government. Nevertheless, they work according to the 

government’s policy. There are laws for their functioning and regulation. The FCRA (Foreign 

Contribution and Regulation Act) was enacted during Mrs. Gandhi’s regime and regulates all grants 

and donations and gifts. It prohibits political parties, judges and cartoonist from accepting foreign 

contributions and prohibiting any sort of foreign interference in domestic politics.  

In recent time, the NGOs have come under scrutiny due to evading credibility and lack of 

accountability. (cancellation of license of Green Peace organization). A report by IB remarked that 

NGOs in the name of protest against government’s activities have become an impediment to nation’s 

development and have been stalling developmental project like dams and nuclear power plants. In 

the backdrop of IB’s report, there were also talks to block the option of foreign funding. If reports of 
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the home ministry are to be believed, NGOs are engaged in anti India activities and are promoting 

foreign donor’s agenda against the nations all around development. Also, they are more like a 

trajectory which gradually promotes political nexus and client patron relationship between the parties 

by facilitating contracts to the kith and kins of the political figures.  

The NGOs on the other hand have been accusing the government of its hard line approach and its 

whimsical imposition of FCRA and FEMA. The existing tussle between the government and the NGO 

emanate from a myriad of problems. Failure of governance as seen in rehabilitation of those uprooted 

due to development projects, environment and ecological imbalance, etc, the non disclosure of funds 

on part of the NGOs and the evasive tendency with respect to taxes, non compliance with the existing 

laws like those related to registration. They have been reduced to a platform to swindle cash and act 

as a channel for processing black money. 

 Since they are involved in matters pertaining to national interests and financial issues, the need for 

regulation of NGOs is important. We need to demarcate a line here, that the need to regulate the ngos 

should not be curbing their progress but of national security.  

Amartya Sen opines that the relationship between NGOs and government is that of “cooperative 

conflict”. The Indian government has provided the NGOs with resources and support which in turn has 

brought in the element of regulation, which has eventually led to their faceoff.  

The role of NGOs is progressively becoming more and more important and integral to the 

development process. The need of the hour is healthy linkage between the government and NGO. 

They have a role to play in the development process via their participatory role, community 

empowerment and research. For a more nuanced development, it is important that the NGOs work 

as a think tank and in close collaboration with the same, and provide alternatives. Government should 

recognize the NGOs as active partners in development, playing the role of a facilitator. 

The present scenario demands the NGOs receiving foreign funds have to deregister for their FCRA 

license and those with permanent license have to get it renewed every 5 years. This is a good step on 

part of the government to ensure accountability.  

 

ISSUES FACING THE NGOS 

Lack of funds: there are limited sources and among those available, it is difficult to garner sufficient 

funds. The donors also keep shifting allegiance and withdraw funding.  

Poor governance: an understanding between the government and NGOs is often missing. NGOs 

perceive governments as hindering and threatening their goals. They don’t realize that governance is 

fundamental to transparency. The more NGOs communicate with one another and the government, 

the more will be communication and networking.  

Limited resource: NGOs lack technical and organizational capacity. Weak capacity building poor 

human resources are big impediments in fund raising, governance,, leadership and technical areas. All 

the above mentioned elements help NGOs in staying abreast of national, regional and global concerns.  

Approach: the approach that the NGOs follow is that of “hardware”, via building infrastructure and 

services instead of empowering people locally. They need to adopt a more flexible nad a dynamic 

approach, which is sustainable to the community as a whole.  
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